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rebranding. However, due to SNRI’s upcoming leadership transition, it was not yet feasible for
CoR and CAPRA to address some of the important questions, including the name of the new
institute, a new mission statement, a new organization chart, and a strategic plan outlining goals,
activities, and resources needed in Year 1. To facilitate the rebranding process, CoR developed a
template (which was also reviewed by CAPRA) for a proposal to be reviewed by the Senate. The
template is significantly shorter than for ORU establishment or regular review. CoR and
CAPRA requested that the SNRI proposal be submitted for review by Fall 2025.

Carnegie R1 status
CoR held several conversations about UC Merced achieving this milestone and what it would
mean for the campus and how the campus priorities would evolve.

Senate Awards for Distinguished and Early Career Research

CoR is responsible for the review of nominations for the annual Academic Senate awards for
Distinguished Research (tenured) and Distinguished Early Career Research (untenured). In order
to execute this duty, CoR formed two subcommittees, one for each award, and these
subcommittees each selected one nominated individual for receipt of the corresponding award.
The awardees were recognized at the May 7, 2025 Meeting of the Division of the Academic
Senate.

Representation on Campus Committees
CoR had representation on the Periodic Review Oversight Committee.

Consultation

Consultation with VCR

Throughout the academic year, CoR members benefited from updates given by ex-officio
committee member, VCR Wilson. The major topics included updates from the federal
government and the impact on UC Merced faculty, staffing updates from ORED, updates on the
processes of SPO/CGA, and the VCR’s investment in core facilities.

Consultation with Physical Operations, Planning & Development (POPD)
CoR consulted with POPD on research infrastructure updates, updates on process improvement

for laboratory renovation projects, and updates on BSP permanent certification and construction
of the BSL-3 laboratory.

Consultation with Interim EH&S Director Thomas Lee
CoR consulted with Interim Director Lee on the Policy on Assurance of Safety Standards which
underwent Senate review this academic year.



Consultation with SPO
CoR consulted with SPO leadership on post-award issues.

Consultation with VPDGE Hratchian
CoR consulted with the VPDGE on various issues pertaining to graduate education.

Consultation with VC/CFO Schnier
CoR consulted with the VC/CFO on various topics around research funding.

Consultation with ORED Senior Research Development Olfficer
CoR consulted with Officer Bolcavage on several pending research initiatives.

University Committee on Research Policy Updates

The CoR Chair represented UC Merced on the systemwide University Committee on Research
Policy (UCORP). He kept the CoR membership informed of UCORP’s main topics of discussion
throughout the academic year, including federal funding updates and their impact on the UC
system, the UC Academic Congress on the Role of Universities in the Research Enterprise held
at UCLA in spring 2025, and consultations with systemwide Vice President for Research &
Innovation Theresa Maldonado.

Campus Review Items

e COR reviewed and commented on:
o Anthropology and Heritage Studies graduate group proposal

o Proposed Policy on Assurance of Safety Standards in Academic Settings
o LES graduate group proposal

Systemwide Review Items

e COR reviewed and commented on:

o Proposed Presidential Policy Use of Animals in Research, Teaching, and
Testing

o Proposed Presidential Policy on Dual Use Research of Concern and Pathogens
with Enhanced Pandemic Potential
Interim Policy on Consensual Relationships
Presidential Policy BFB-BUS-63: Risk Transfer & Insurance Requirements

o Proposed New Presidential Policy on High-Containment Research




Respectfully submitted:

COR members:

Tao Ye, Chair, SNS, UCORP representative
Ramendra Saha, Vice Chair, SNS

Andrea Joyce, SSHA (PROC representative)
Dustin Kleckner, SNS

Eva de Alba, SoE

Rowena Gray, SSHA

Alberto Cerpa, SoE

Martin Hagger, SSHA (Fall 2024)

Ex officio, non-voting members:
Gillian Wilson, Vice Chancellor for Research

Staff:

Simrin Takhar
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