
Undergraduate Policy on Animal Subjects

As part of their right to academic freedom, undergraduate course instructors at UC Merced 
reserve the right to grade students on the basis of hands-on work with living organisms and 
biological materials, in accordance with all applicable ethical standards and laws. Students must 
be informed of course requirements and grading policies at the beginning of each 
undergraduate course. Where possible within the context of existing course objectives, 
instructors may offer alternatives to animal use; this may not be possible, and they are not 
required to provide alternate assignments if students object to hands-on work with living 
organisms and biological materials.
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